
Title: Gospel-Centered Living 

Passages: Romans 12:1-2; Ephesians 4-6 
 
Introduction: 
Trinity Community Church 
Ministry Vision is to bring glory to God by building up and equipping its members for living out the 
Gospel in every facet of life. (“Building it up; Living it out”) 
- what/focus: bring glory to God (not us/man) 
- how: building up and equipping members 
- purpose: living out the Gospel in every facet of life 
Ministry Values: Gospel-Centered... 
Preaching and Teaching, Worship, Servant Leadership, Discipleship and Growth, Fellowship, Living, 
Servant Leadership, Evangelism and Mission 
 
Passages:  
Romans 12:1-2 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect. 
Ephesians 4:12-13 
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until we all attain to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ, 
 
Overview: Gospel-Centered Living = Worship 
Romans 12:1 
I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 
- “living sacrifice...spiritual worship” = a life of worship by which we give ourselves to God 
John 4:24 
God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 
- lives led by the Spirit and grounded in His Word/truth 
- true worship is life-changing 
- true worship produces a transformed life reflecting the One whom is worshipped 
 
“I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God” 
- “I appeal” = “parakaleō” = sense of coming alongside/pastoral encouragement 
- “to you therefore” = based on everything previously written in Romans 
- “by the mercies of God” = the Gospel truths outlined in detail in Romans chapter 1-11 (eternal love, 
grace, peace, joy, saving grace, righteousness, forgiveness, justification, freedom, sonship, 
intercession of Christ, etc.) 
 
“To present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your 
spiritual service of worship.” 
“Sacrifice” = Old Testament sacrificial system that foreshadowed Christ, the Lamb of God, who would 
be the one, final sacrifice  
1 Corinthians 5:7 
Cleanse out the old leaven that you may be a new lump, as you really are unleavened. For Christ, our 
Passover lamb, has been sacrificed. 
Hebrews 10:12 



But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
God, 
 
Sacrifice - key aspects 
1) your bodies 
- your body counts 
- why does the body matter? 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from 
God? You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. 
Acts 7:48 
Yet the Most High does not dwell in houses made by hands, as the prophet says, 
Philippians 1:20 
as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now 
as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death. 
2 Corinthians 4:7 
But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to 
us. 
 
2) living 
- a lifestyle, occurs everyday as an act of worship 
Luke 9:23 
And he said to all, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 
and follow me. 
Galatians 2:20 

I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 
 
3) holy 
- a deliberate, conscious decision to be set apart 
Proverbs 4:23 
Keep your heart with all vigilance, for from it flow the springs of life. 
 
4) acceptable 
- any acceptability of what we do and are is entirely dependent upon the presence and work of the 
Holy Spirit in our lives. 
Hebrews 11:6 
And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that 
he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. 
Ephesians 2:8 
For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God 
 
- action step: manuscript study of Ephesians chapter 4-6 (printout and mark verses keeping in mind 
the question “God, what do you want to say to me?”) 
 
Question: Can you say: “Jesus Christ has all of me”? 
 


